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measure is adopted by Government; and I believe he is
right.1 Pitt seems not determined, but Lord Grren-
ville is supposed to have taken his side against the
Catholics, which is the opinion at Court. The Chan-
cellor is with the Irish Chancellor and against the
Catholics. \Vindbam and the Duke of Portland and
Lord Spencer for them. In short, the Cabinet is di-
vided, and so many difficulties will arise that although
the Union would be a desirable event for both coun-
tries, yet Pitt not being bound to undertake it may
probably fly from all the embarrassments attending
it. He will be very well justified by the declaration
of the Irish members of the Irish Government that it
is not possible to carry it. But Dundas says he shall
abide by Lord Cornwallis's opinion on that point, and
he may very likely think it right to try it.'

'November 24, 1798.

cThe Irish Union is still intended, but Pitt-has
given way to the Protestant party and engaged himself
to leave the Catholics in the same situation as at pre-
sent. This is against the opinion of Lord Cornwallis,
who thinks, however, a union desirable on any termsj
and will therefore probably consent to propose it on

1 IMr. Elliot's opinion of the mischievous effect wrought on Mr. Pitt's
mind by the representations of the ' Irish Junto' is supported by the ex-
pressions used by Mr. Pitt himself in a letter to Lord Cornwallis, wherein
he gives his view of the course likely to be adopted by the Speaker, who,
siceording to IMr. Elliot, ' was one of the most unscrupulous and deter-
mined enemies to the measure,' and so proved himself by his subsequent
conduct The letter is published in Lord Stanhope's Life of Pitt, vol.
iii. p. 160.